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Six Weeks Period: 1st Grade Level & Course: 7th Texas History  

Timeline:  5-8 Days Unit Title: Unit 3 The Europeans Arrive   

Stated 
Objectives: 
TEK # and SE 

7.1A Identify the major eras in Texas history, describe their defining characteristics, and explain 
why historians divide the past into eras, including Natural Texas and its People; Age of 
Contact; Spanish Colonial Mexican National Revolution and Republic Early Statehood Texas in the 
Civil War and Reconstruction Cotton, Cattle, and Railroads Age of Oil Texas in the Great Depression 
and World War II Civil Rights and Conservatism Contemporary Texas. 
7.1B Apply absolute and relative chronology through the sequencing of significant individuals, 
events, and time periods. 
7.1C Explain the significance of the following dates: 1519, mapping of the Texas coast and first 
mainland Spanish settlement; 1718, founding of San Antonio; 1821, independence from Spain; 1836, 
Texas independence; 1845, annexation; 1861, Civil War begins; 1876, adoption of current state 
constitution; and 1901, discovery of oil at Spindletop. 
7.2 History. The student understands how individuals, events, and issues through the Mexican 
National Era shaped the history of Texas. The student is expected to: 
7.2B Identify important individuals, events, and issues related to European exploration of Texas 
such as Alonso Álvarez de Pineda, Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca and his writings, the search for 
gold, and the conflicting territorial claims between France and Spain. 

 

7.21 Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use 
information acquired through established research methodologies from a variety of valid sources, 
including electronic technology. The student is expected to: 
7.21B Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, 
comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, 
and drawing inferences and conclusions. 
7.23 Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working 
independently and with others, in a variety of settings. The student is expected to: 
7.23A Use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider 
options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the 
effectiveness of the solution. 
7.23B Use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather 
information, identify options, predict consequences, and take action to implement a decision. 

 

See Instructional Focus Document (IFD) for TEK Specificity 

Key 
Understandings 

Teacher Notes: This unit starts with the first step of a European on Texas soil. It is important for the 
students understand the conquistadors were soldiers who were sent to look for gold and Catholic 
converts. Some natives they encountered were friendly, others were not and did what they always did 
with perceived enemies...fought them. The natives were no match for the trained soldiers with 
horses, guns, and armors. Diseases, unknown to the natives, were also deadly. I always make it a 
point to the students that although we remember the results of the explorers. It was a very dangerous 
job that often lead in their death. Be sure to make the connection that Spain had basically lost interest 
in Texas when they didn’t find gold, until France started in on their claim...then back they came. 
Big Ideas: What happened in 1519?  
What the first Spanish settlement in Texas?  
Describe the main Spanish explorers in Texas.  



Explain how the search for gold influenced Texas history. 
Examples of Spanish influence Conflict between France and Spain 
 
Suggested Lesson Plan:  
Day 1: Pre-teach Vocabulary and present notes where students fill in the blanks.  
Day 2: For students to truly grasp the Age of Exploration, it is a good idea to talk about the Spanish 
War against the Moors, the legend of the Seven Cities of Gold, and how European leaders were 
struggling for power. Also talk about the first explorer Christopher Columbus although he didn’t land 
in Texas...he set the stage.  
Day 3-5: To give the students a good overview, this is a good video to start class: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch? v=yOMx4Edz3Pk . Depending on your class, decide if you will 
teach the bulk of the concept or let the students research the explorers and present to the class. After 
class presents have pictures of the explorers around the room. Ask students to stand next to the 
picture of the explorer they feel is most important to Texas history and then explain why they chose 
that explorer.  
Day 6: Focus on the conflict between Spain and France.  
Day 7: Play a review game Day 8: Take Unit test 

Misconceptions None identified 

Key Vocabulary  ● Expedition 
● Conquistador 
● Exploration 

Suggested Day  
5E Model 

Instructional Procedures 
 (Engage, Explore, Explain, Extend/Elaborate, Evaluate) 

Materials, Resources, Notes 

Day 1 
Engage 
Explore 

Objective:  We will identify the countries that explored the 
early areas of Texas.  

Have students identify the main country (Spain) that 
explored the areas of present-day Texas. Initiate vocabulary 
and notes.  

Closing Task: European Exploration Notes  
 

● Intro Video 
● Bell Ringer #1 
● Bell Ringer Key/Map 
● Unit 3 Fill in blank notes 
● Unit 3 PPT 

Day 2 Explore 
Explain 

Objective:  Identify the explorer, the country of origin, the 
motivation and the outcome of European exploration in the 
New World. Complete PPT Notes  
 
Closing Task: European exploration chart  

● Bell Ringer #3 
● Bell Ringer Visual 
● God Glory Gold Video 
● Unit 3 Explorers Chart  
 

Day 3  
Elaborate 

Objective:  Specifically identify the reasons for Spanish and 
French colonization. Use proper vocabulary when 
completing the research notes.  
 
Closing Task: European explorer notes 

● Bell Ringer #5 
● Unit 3 Flashcards  
● Research Notes 
Handout 
● Unit PPT 

 

 
Day 4 Evaluate 

 
Objective:  Assess students over Unit 3. Students will also 
begin Conquistador wanted poster activity.  
 
Closing Task: Create Conquistador Poster  

 

● Bell Ringer #4  
● Quiz 
● Quiz Key 



Writing Prompt: Write a persuasive paragraph as if you were 
trying to recruit a person to be a conquistador.  You need to 
include four reasons as to why that person should join. 
 
Additional Journal Activity If needed: Imagine that you are a 
Spanish or French explorer making a decision about whether or 
not to settle in Texas. Create a T-Chart with pros/cons. State 
your position and write a brief statement providing support for 
your decision and citing evidence from your chart.  Students will 
also be given the option to write a journal entry in the voice of an 
explorer, stating their thought process on settling Texas. 

● Conquistador 
Poster/Prompt 
● Write a persuasive 
paragraph as if you were trying 
to recruit a person to be a 
conquistador.  You need to 
include four reasons as to why 
that person should join. 
 

   

 

Accommodations 
for Special 
Populations 

Accommodations for instruction will be provided as stated on each student’s (IEP) 
Individual Education Plan for special education, 504, at risk, and ESL/Bilingual.  

 


